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Matrix Series suffixed x/y/z, recorded by Arthur S Clarke.

Introduction.

The files on this disc belong to Arthur S Clarke, the recording expert who is not to be 
confused with Alfred Clark, Managing Director of The Gramophone Company and 
later of EMI.

Arthur Clarke may have been the last of the Old Guard - those extremely senior 
experts who were allocated matrix triplets with suffix letters running from a to z - the 
Gaisbergs, Darby and the Hampes.  He may belong, although it does not look likely, 
to the later generation of experts often referred to as "Fred's young men" or "Fred's 
assistants" whose employment began a shade later and who were allocated two-letter 
suffixes such as aa/ab/ac.  Apart from the unfortunate Ivor Holmes, who was engaged 
in 1909 but who blotted his copybook rather seriously soon after, the next arrival, 
Edmund Pearse, began in 1909 and was undoubtedly one of Mr Gaisberg's young 
assistants.  Nothing seems to be known of Clarke's training so he may or may not 
have worked under Fred.  Neither is anything known about his origin or his eventual 
fate, or even of how he came to be involved in the recording business.

Information on Clarke is, as seems to be inevitable in dealing with Gramophone 
Company personnel, somewhat scarce.  Perhaps one day, someone from EMI will 
have the time, the interest and the energy to see what the massive files in the archive 
actually contain, apart from ledgers and card indexes, and may even have sufficient 
interest in the human side of things to bring back to life those men who made such 
strenuous efforts to provide us with a very important musical heritage.  It is clear that 
for them, a three paragraph biography is an unsatisfactory memorial.

Clarke himself seems to have carried out the usual duties of an itinerant expert, as a 
glance at the list of recording sessions will reveal.  He was engaged almost 
continuously in recording sessions from November, 1908 until July, 1915, apart from 
a six-month break during 1909 when the recording sheets do not mention his activities
or his whereabouts but when he was probably in London.

He spent much of his first two years in Spain, but not exclusively, and then added the 
Middle East and other locations to his travels.  He was then in London for the whole 
of 1913 before departing to the Far East for about another year during which he was 
chief recording expert for the whole of India and the countries beyond.  On his return 
via Cairo, he spent a fortnight in Scandinavia and after that, his x/y/z series was no 
longer used.

He did not however cease recording.  His name is quoted as the example in the letter 
from Will Gaisberg to the Board of Directors dated 1910 referring to the different 
experts working from time to time in London in the d/e/f series (see MAT103) and 
other records made by him in this triplet are noted in 1918.  In 1919 he replaced Hugh
Murtagh whose indicating letters, ah/ai, were transferred to Clarke, spending over five
months in Spain and Italy.  In 1920 he repeated this tour spending a further six months



in Italy and Spain and in 1921 made what seems to have been his last "regular" 
foreign tour in Spain, three months divided between Madrid and Barcelona.

In later years he seems to have transferred exclusively to the London Office and his 
name is associated in particular with the recordings made ex-studio in London and 
elsewhere in the United Kingdom, mainly in cathedrals and theatres and at Covent 
Garden.  He made a massive contribution in particular to the BR/CR series of 
recordings relayed by land line to Gloucester House or to the mobile van.  He appears 
to have been the principal expert engaged in this activity and where two or more 
experts took part, he is almost always listed in first place.

The BR/CR matrix series was in use from 1925 until 1930 (see MAT207) and Clarke's
name appears throughout.  It seems more than likely that this was not his only 
occupation, and that he was also engaged in the regular working of the studios at 
Hayes.  In fact, he had already recorded HRH the Prince of Wales at York House in 
1924 on Cc4518, an honour which amply demonstrates his seniority, and doubtless 
continued to make records, although nothing can at present be said with certainty, 
since the names of the recording engineers have not yet been extracted from the 
recording sheets still extant at EMI.

This all too brief note may be summed up by a quotation from Fred Gaisberg himself 
(Music on Record, page 261).  Describing the banquet held on April 21st, 1939 to 
celebrate his fifty years in recording, he says:

"In that company, as my gaze rested on one face after another, a 
kaleidoscope of associations flashed before me in rapid succession.
Ted Pearce and Arthur Clarke, my companions of many expeditions
and assistants in some notable recordings........"

Alan Kelly,
Sheffield, 2005.
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